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Cummer Museum
presents “Tradition
in Transition’

By JUDY WELLS
The Times-Linion

Western Christians bow their
heads and close their eves (o
pray. Eastern Orthodox Chris-
lians pray epen-cyed to an icomn.

“Inthe Orthodox wadition,
the image would translate your
message; Lwas your intermecdi-
ary,” said Holly Kuris, assoclate
curator at the Cummer,

“T'raditien in Transition:
Russlan leons i the Age of the
Homanoys” fills the walls of a
eallery at the Cummer Museum
of Art & Gardens with visual
#ems of inense color and piety,
The 45 works range from those
created for the most poweriul
to those for the poor. Both icons
and okinds, the elaborate, often
jeweled covers favored by the
wealthy, are included inthe
exhibit that opened Tuesday.

The Orthodex church based
in Byzantium had strletly
regulated the creation of icans
since the Seventh Ecumeni-
cal Council in Nicie in TBT,
Certain icons were said to have
appeared in supernatural ways
and produced miracles, so
these were frequently replicat-
ed to adopt the special power.
Artists followed a rigid formula
from manuals, their only free-
tom in the colors they chose,

Two hundred years later, the
land we know as Russia offi-
clally adopied Christianity, and
the artists in that region hegan
producing leons, Byzantine at
first but gradually more and
maore Russian in style with a
distinetive Slavic feevar. Than
also changed,

The mid-16th century Coun-
cil of the Hundred Chapters of
Church reaffirmed control aver
icon painters, discouraging
“Crarman” {foreign) influences,
aceording to The Evolution
af Style tn Meseovite foons by
Daniel C, Waugh. In the 1§th
century, Peter the Great turned
the country and its artisis to-
ward the West,

‘When the late Marjorie
Merriweather Post’s husband,
loseph Davies, was the U5,
ambassador o Russia [1936-
38), that country was getting
vid of religious works it felt did
not represent true Russlan

ICONS cantinues on Page 18

IGION AND
SIAN ICONS

Above: Kozan Mother
of Gied

Russia, about 1600-
1650

Right: Mather of God
Promise of Those Who
Suffar

Moscow, Russia, 1790-
1785 {icon); 1795
(aklaa)

Images courtesy Cummer
Musgum of Art & Gardens

of exhihit

"Tradition in Transition:
Russian Icons in the
Age of the Romanovs’

Where: Cummer Musesm
of Art & Gardens, 829
Riverside Ava.

When: Throwgh
Wednesday, Sept. 12,
More information: (304d)
355-0630

New exhibit
pairs father,
daughter

“Hand in Hand: A Father-
Daughier Art Duel” opens
with a reception fTom 6 o
4 p.m. today at B. Roberts
Gallery, 3606 5t. Johns Ave.
Saturday hours are 11 a.m.
10 4 pom, The show features
mixed media works on
canvas and two-dimensional
copper creations. Tayloe
‘Whire, who is known for
floral and landscapes maotifs,
will show new pertraiture,
Her father, Frank McDonald,
willl show his metal wildlife
sculptures done in the repu-
jado {re-poo-ha-dough) siyle,
i design technigque involving
hammering, pressing and
embossing metal surfaces,
The show continues through
Friday, June 29. Call (904)
38-1188. Gallery hours are
10 a.m. to 6 pam. Monday
through Friday and 10 a.m. to
5p.m. Saturday.

Now faces

Stop by the opening recep-
tion for “Fresh Parspectives
from Jacksonville's Emerg-
ing Artists” from & to 10 p.m.
Friday, June 22, 1% at Steller's

| Gallery, Julingron Creek, 115

Bartram Craks Walk, Suite
101, See the newast works by
Aprll Aultman, Meg Crow.
ley, Laiira Barkley, Courtney
Vickery, Anania Green and
Eim Barry, The show contin-
ues through Saturday, June
A, Gallery hours are 11 a.m.
to 6 pum. Tuesday through
Friday and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday. Call {304) 230-4700,

Heep looking
“Through Our Eyes 2007:

What's Goin' On” remains on
display at the Ritz Theatre &
LaVilla Musewm through Fri-
day, July 2i. The show is the
15ch tnan annoal series that
poses aquestion and asks
Afrlcan-Americans o answer
through art. More than 20
EJMFJE contributed to the ex-

1ibit, which includes sculp-
ture, paintings, photography
and poetry. The museum s
arEzy M. Davis 51 Museum
hours are 10 a.m. o6 pom.
Tuesday through Friday;

10 a.m. to 2 pm. Saturday
and 2 to § pan, Sunday, Call
[904) 5325555,
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Icons

Continued from Page 17

traditions, and Post was able to
assemble a remarkable collac-
tiom of eans.

According to Kuris, ridding
the country of Westernized re-
ligious artifacts meshed nicely
with Sovicets' need for money.
The Soviets gave visiting VIPs
toues of such galleries in case
they wanted to buy souvenics,

Alter Post established the
Hillwood Musewm & Gardens
in Washington, other icon col-
lectors added to the collection
from which this show is taken.

" Arepresentation of one of
Rassia's most sacred icons rests
oan Cummer'swalls. The
original Kazan, Mother of God

icon was dug up after the Holy
Mother came to a young girl

in a dream and directad her o
take church officials wo v Many
miracles have been attributed
to b, from returming sight w the
blinad to winning wirs.

Another icon, lverskaia,
Muother af God and its elaborate
seed pearl-encrusted oklad, isa
copy of an image credited with
miracles, The Hillwood version
is said to have come from the
lemperial family's private quar-
ters at Tsarskoe Selo.

Whatever their ariging,
humkble or exalted, these icons
present Western viewers with
a very different approach to
prayer and faith.

juiy.mll:@jnﬂ:nrwil.ln.mm.
(904) 359-4155
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