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1919, oil on canvas, 48-1/2 x 38 inches. Gift
of John R. and Eleanor R. Mitchell, 1973,

he exceptional group of American

paintings, works on paper, and
seulplure in the collection of the Mitchell
Museum at Cedarhurst Center for the
Arts has made Mt Vernon, 1L, one of the
most remarkable small towns in the
United States, The colleclion was |;Lry’-§_'|':,'
lormed between the 19405 and 19605 by
John B. and Eleanor R, Mitchell, a pros-
perous Mt Vernon couple, who acquired
major examples by Thomas Eakins, Mary
Cassatt, Childe Hassam, John Singer Sar-
gent, George Bellows, Robert Henri,
William Glackens, and others at a time
when American art was underappreci-
ated and much undervalued. Of course,
those artists have since proven 1o be
among the most crucial figures not only
in the development of American paint-
ing, but in the greater h SLory of art. The
Mitchell collection can be seen as part ol
the Cassatt to Wyeth: American Master-
'n-rZ'J'J::i_f'r'.':Iur the Mitchell Museum, John R,
anid Eleanor B. Mitchell Foundation, Mt.
Verron, illinais at The Mennello Museum
ol American Art.

The Mitchells inspired other down-
state Mineis residents to collect Ameri-
can art as well, most notably their close
friend, 1llinois state senator John ]
Farish. By the 1930s, Parish and others
trom this farming and coal-mining region

An American Art

collection travels to
the Mennello.
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Jeune fermme allaitant son enfant (Yourng Woman Nursing Her Child), Mary Stevenson Cassatt,
€. 1908, ail on canvas, 33-3/4 x 28 inches, Gift of John R. and Eleancr R. Mitchell, 1973.

owned works of American art that were
|':-_‘.:':‘-|‘.'|ir'|E1 ‘.|'|L':c'.u-'.i|'|£_'||_:.' :-cq:ué_"h‘. alter h}'
museums and art galleries. As interest in
American art deepened in the 1960s, the
Mitchells [ounded the Jehn R, and
Eleanor B. Mitchell Foundation for the
purpose of building a museum on their
B0-acre estate (called Cedarhurst) in Mt.
Vermon. Eleanor Mitchell passed away in
1968 and John Mitchell died in 1971

ORLANDO ARTS MAGAZINE NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2006

F
ot}

bui both knew that their dreams of
enriching the cultural life of southern 1l
nois would be realized. In 1973, the
Mitchell Museum at Cedarhurst Center
for the Arts opened to the public, with

the Mitchells’ and Senator Parish's col-
lections of American art as the center-
piece of a vital new instinwion.
Although well known to area resi-
dents and to scholars of American art



Banguet, Guy Pene Du Bois,
1939, il on canvas, 20 & 24-1/2
inches. Gift of John R, and
Eleanor R. Mitcheall, 197 3.

llex Wood at Majorca with Blue
Pigs, John Singer Sargent,
1908, oil on canvas, 22-1/4 x
28-1/4 inches, Gift of John R.
and Eleanor R. Mitchell, 1973,

The Garden Table, Frederick Childe Hassam,
1910, oil on canvas, 39-1/2 ¥ 29-3/4 inches.
Gift of John R. and Eleanor R. Mitchell, 1973,

By the Seashore, Maurice
Brazil Prendergast, 1505-
190&, il on cradled panal,

1-3/4 x 15 inches. Gift of
Cedarhurst. While the museum under- John R. and Eleanar R.
goes renovation and expansion, the cal- Mltchell, 1973.

everywhere, the Mitchell Museum's per-
manent collection has never been exhib-
ited as a whole beyvond the gates of

lection will travel, allowing American art
enthusiasts outside of southern Hlinois a
rare opporiunity Lo see these remarkahble
wotks of arl. o@m

Cassatt to Wyeth: American
Masterworks from the
Mitchell Museum,
John R. and Eleanor R.
Mitchell Foundation,
Mt. Vernon, Ilinois
The Mennello Museum of
American Art
Mov, 3 - Feb. 25
407, 246.4278
www.mennellomuseum.com
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