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Imprints of

freedom

Russian and American artists meld social
and political issues in exhibit at MAG

STUART LW
Fha wesEm
mathan's Wty leaves an indelible
primt asn ite artists — as a new exhibit
ot tha Memairial Art Gallery elo-
qu-rnl]y akests,
“I'he View From Here" showcases
A wcregnprints by 12 comemparnry Russian and
American anliss, I o streamlined version of a
|m.nh-w:lmi shuw that debuted fve years
ag i suwe. Many of these pioneering prints
wte [usl spubred by the Library of Congress,

Prodictably, much of this post-Cold War work
exphsres pewiound artistic and political freedom,
Santter antiats wee that freedom to search their
sl hsiia’ bartisred past, Others take a fresh look at
their sy lives, which often seem suspended
betweon uld and new sockal values.

Terwe artists also share an unexpected feature,
“Nisne of thum were known for belng print-
muakeis,” says Marbene Hamann-Whitmore, cura-
tor ol education. “They came from ather medi-
ums  architecture, sculpture, concepusal art”

What lufod them o sereenprines? This is a
Hlexible imedium that embraces a heady l.luj:::lrul'
siyles, (I's basically a stencil technique in which
ink |s pushed through a $ereen to create an im-
aged
‘I'he prints offer intricate textares, comic book
action, traditional porieainare and political sarire,
Because multiple copies are made, they can
tranamit an artist’s ikdeas (o many viewers at
relatively bow cost.

Both in Russia and Americs, these messages
can be stark and uncompromising. Russinn artist
Igvr Makarevich creates a set of mock tasol cands
showing the secret pre-1941 pact between Hider
and Stalin. Makarevich wasn't particulsrly fond
of either leader, 50 his cards bear images of dis-
memberment, hanging and spooky fornication

Jaune Quick-To-5ee Smith, & Native American,
denounces the uprooting of her people with a
sardonic design. A huge train bears down on a
group of braves on harseback. Nearby is & pun-
ning slogan: "Get your reservations now”

The thibe of Russian artist Alexander Dijikia’s
Soldiers Are Always Blending In With Nature
pecks a similar nasty punch Three camouflaged
saldiers seem to be leaning inte 8 field of Aowers,
On second glance, we realize that one rifleman is

dying and “blending” into the earth.

More oplimistie imagery is found in Hung
Liw's Martyr. Liu is a Chinese-born American
‘who was forced to undergo fowr years of hard
laber and “re-education™ during China's Cultwral
Revolution. His lithograph rays a deeply
weathered foe Aanked gy I;EPT:Y ns and
butterflies, traditional symbols of Chinese cul-
ture.

If you're loaking for sheer panache, head for
Pavel Makov's Small Target [T, & vinuoso study in
textwres. The ruins of a city are surrounded by
giant fowers and realistic patches of peeling
paint,

“It's like layers of CaMl erase,” says
Htmm-wbjlmnmm = o

With its emphasis on social Issues, “The View
From Here" I3 well suited ta a university town
such as Rochester, Bur the musewm's bongime

vishivus Qilght ask whether recent exhibits are

I foo nasrow in their appeal. “The Paper
Sculyusg Bhow,” “The View From Here™ and an
(ULE show of an made with unorthodox
[ are sll resolutely off the beaten tracik.
Unpel o exhibitions Marie Via says that the
sl bes haven't changed. It tries to
ullor & balance of exhibits, imporing a
wisch s the Parrish or chuuﬁ',wg
oy ars (previously every two years). A
mm Foe 2006 will be announced this

“We @'t cunstinue 1o show the same 20 artists

agaln ol agaln,” says Via “We wanl to cover
scifne B prosind.”
E oo

If you go )
What: “The View §ran Hees,” 390 gl
70 Russizn snd Asverican ;

22 artists are allilialsd wil by 15
Hand Print Workshog b
Wihere: Memaorial Art Gallery,
SO0 University Ave 1
Whene Through hawe 8 .
Admission: §7 (35 for siushedl |
12 children ages 6- [ B}, ]
Special avent: Huvisn sl
Homar will spiesh abim] bl W
May 15, Entry comile B,
admission

Call: (585 4/ 11110




