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Art infused with merengue

A new exhibit at E] Museo
Latino shows how music and
dance can influence artists.

»IFYOU go!

“Merengue! Visual
Riwthms/ Ritmos
Visuales” is on display
at El Museo Lating,
4701 5. 25th 5t
through Mo, 10, The
museumis opan 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Mandays,
Wadnesdays and
Fridays: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesdays and
Thursdays; and 10a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturdays,
Admission is $3.50to
45, Information:
7311137
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ElMuseo Latino's visual art
exhibitisall about sound.

Sounds contradictory, but
“IMerengue! Visual Rhyvthms/
Ritmos Visuales" isabout how
aspeecificstyleof music and
dance can define a cultureand
influence its artists.

The exhibit features 47
wiorksby 27 artists from the
Dominican Republic. They
rangein date from the early
1900z tothe present. All fea-
furemusicians, dancers orin-
struments.

While the exhibit hasanun-
usuallynarrow scope—a -
highly specialized styvle of mu-
si¢, merengue, rootedinone
small country —it showcases
surprising hreadth.

The paintings range from
highly literal and realistic ren-
derings to cubistand near-abs-
tract creations. Most are color-
ful and celebratory, butafew
are dark and explore death or
depression,

Exhibiting the depth and
rangeof Latino artistsis ex-
actly what El Museo Latino cu-
rator Magdalena Garcia
strives todo. She has consid- -

ered adding individual pieces -

from different Latino cultures

tothe museum’s permanent .
collection but feels showeas-
inglarger exhibitions ofre-

gional works is better.
“Thiskind of exhibit gives
peopleanin-depthlookata
specificculture,” she said. “Tt
takesyouintoaplacelikethe
Dominican Republic and ex-
poses you to different styles
andartists.” =~
“Merengue!” was organized
by the Centro Cultural Edu-
ardoLeon Jimenes museumn.
ElMuseoLatinoisone of the
carly stops inits ULS. tour.
Merengue music —afestive
sound usually mixing aceor-
dion, drums, trumpets and
singing —fillsthe gallery.
Sometimes Garciaturns it off
and justlooks at the artworks,
“Evenwhenit'ssilent, I
swear you can hear themusic

inthe paintings," she said.

The colorful, animated work “Perico Ripiac™ by Jacinto Dominguez is part of *Merengue! Visual
Rhythms/Ritmos Visuales,” a 4 T-work exhibit at El Museo Latino in Omaha. The e:hihﬂ cele-
brates merengue music and dance.




