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! : . Related Articlos:
Aug. 24, 79 - as in A D. 79 - was an unhappy one for anyone in the shadow 2 3 5
of Mt Vesuvius, Thal's when the noloncus volcana near modern Naples, italy -
erupted and destroyad human satthiemants for miles around. The day turned
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out to be 8 good one for modern archagologists, though. The tons of agh that
puned the area also presansed the now-ceigbrabed cties of Pomped and
Harculangum, and whal remaing of them reveals much aboul everyday Share this Anich

Roman life at the beginning of the millennium

Less farmous are the ruins of tha villas at Stabiae, a handful of couniry homes that were inundated along with Pompeii

and Herculaneumn. The houses are the subject of the fraveling exhibil "In Stabiana: Exploring the Ancent Seaside Villas
of the Roman Elibe," which gpenad March 17 at the Chazen Museum of Ar

The exhibit gathers artfacls from frve villag, wilth particular emphasis on fresco murals. The most impressive Trescoes
hare ang e ones thal adorned the walls of the dining room, or ticlinium, of Villa Comiano. A placard noles that Vila
Cormiano was modest, by Slabae standards, bul these murals ara bréathtaking -- presented, as thay are, mone of l2ss
ntact, and in placs

They are displayed as a room wilhin ihe gallery space, and standing amad the inclinium frescoes, visilors can savor the
wrmacy and good humor of decorative Roman paiting. In bwo comers, painted “windows' seem to look out onto the
surrounding couniryside, and the walls feature vigneties from mythology. In one, the agriculture goddess Ceres and the
wine god Bacchus, looking siightly dazed, are carried at 5ea by a hippocamp, the mythical beast that is part horse, part
figh.

Elawhene in the exhibit are smaller frescoas from nearby villas: Villa San Marco, Villa del Pastore, Villa Ananna, Villa
Peirarg. Perhaps the kovelest of these paintings, from Villa Arianng, Shaows & young woman -- possibly Flora, goddess
ol Blossoming plants — as she walks and delicalely picks flowers, her face abl bul lurned away from the viewer
Elzewhera, frescoes degect ihe mask of iragedy, the goddess Mingrva and, wryly, a sireel scene in which a vendar seils

caged Cupids
The exhibel also gathers slucco decorations, some handsome sculplure and a collection of household Hems (bronza
pots. & cosmetic jar). These everyday domeshc abpecis prompl the question: Would you be prowd for musaum patrons
2,000 years hence 1o be looking at the stuff that's in your house? Perhaps it's time for a tap lo the Poltery Barn = for

! postanty’s sake, if nothing else

“In Stabiang” will be on digplay until June 3. A gallary of the ranspont and unpacking of the exhibit an Mar, 1 and Mar, B
15 available above
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