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Roman ruin

BY JACOB STOCKINGER

It continues to live on in leg-
end and lore of the ancient
Classical world, a cataclysmic
velcanic eruption that snuffed
out 2 whole city by surprise and
remains a symbel of nature’s
power and civilization's Fragility.

When Mount Vesuvius
erupted in 79 A.D. and buried
Pompeii deep in ash, a town
and all its citizens were wiped
out,

But over centurics the world-
liness and beauty of Rome have
alse been emerging from the
ruins.

A fine-looking, family-
friendly picce of that history and
art willtﬁzrun display Saturday
at the UW-Madison's Chazen
Muscum of Art, 800 University
Ave,

“In Stabianc” explores the
ancient seaside lwoury villas of
the Roman elite who were, like
their peasant counterparts,
killed in the eruption, (The re-
gion of Stabiac was locared on
the Bay on Maples.) Consader it
a glimpse into the lives of the
rich and famous more than
2,000 years ago.

The touring show promiscs
to be popular and impressive, It
features statues, frescos, sculp-
ture, architecture and houschold
furnishings excavated from the
site, An entire reconstructed
room from one of the five sea-
side villas is included in the
show,

It is not the largest show to
go into the Chazen, -
seurn director Russell Pan-
cxenko. But logistically it stands
as the most complicated. That's
because the current Chazen —
which will expand around 2010
— has no leading dock and no
freighit elevator. And yet huge
wooden crates weighing 1,500

nds had w be carefully un-

" {in snowy and wet
L

This painting offers a view of the type of seaside villa that dot-

fed the coast at Stabiae. Pholo from Stabiano Antiquities Mu-

Seum.

weather, no less), brought into
the muscum and hoisted up to
the interior ries of the mu-
seum. The Chazen hired Rey-
nolds Transfer movers to do the
job.

In addition, the Chazen staff
could not even touch or unpack
the erates. Five couriers and in-
stallers from Italy came in to set
up the show and will rerum to
take it down when it ends June
R

The artifacts go on display
this weekend and should deaw
erowds from the beginning. But
2 lavish public reception, with
live music, refreshments and at-
tendants dressed as Romans,
will take place Friday, March
23, from 6 to 8 p.m. The event
is free to Chazen members, $5
for UW students and $38 for
nen-members, with children
under 13 getting in for free.

There will also be several lec-.

tures by the touring show's eu-

rator and others on Thursday,
March 22, at 7 p.m.; Wednes-
day, April 25, at 7 p.m,; and a
farnily event, “Diress like 2
Roman,” that will take place on
Saturday, April 21, ati;:ln,
and again on Sunday, il 29,
at 2-_’1?::@. {The free event for
children in grades 3-6 requires
advance registration. Call
263-2246 or e-mail alam-
bert@chazen.wsic.edu.) Drep-in
tours are slated for Tuesdays at
4 p.m. from April 10 through
May 25,

A 160-page color catalog is
avai or $50.

‘The Chazen is open
Tuesday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Samurday and Sunday 11
a.m. to 5 p.m,, and it is closed
Mondays. For more informa-
tion, call 263-2246 o visit
e chazen. wisl edi.

Reach Jacob Stockinger of The
Capital Times at 252-6480 or
Jtockin G, C0.
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