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Ancient civilizations popular again | [z.0) &+

for study and entertainment

Back to the classics
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UW classles professors Laura McClure (left) and Willlam Ay

AR DV MIELTHE CAFITAL TIMER
Iward, in the Grece-Roman gallery of the UW Chazen

Museum of Art, say the classics are enjoying a boom that is fusled by the popular media and possibly the war In Irag.

By Jneab Stockinger
Tha Copliod Timaes

riter Robert Harrls recently
appeared on the popular *Todny
© Show" on NBC-TV to discuss his
latést historical novel “Imperium,” which ia
about Cleera’s rise to power in anclent
Fome,
University of Wisconsin senior Sarah
Rous watched approvingly,

“It definitely seems that popular culture ia
taking o bigger interest in elassieal things,
and references keep popping up,” Rous
said, *T saw the movie “Troy’ and enjoyed It
as entertainment. You just have to ovorlook
the hlaterical inaceuracies, but thoae innc-
curachis also open up the question of what
really happened and get people interested
in the classics,”

Fram an upcoming Chazen Musoum
axhibit on Pompeli to the HBO aeries

“Rome” to enrollment in Greek language
& i il PPN cca thlne in Alasr Tha
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Classics
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and alug highlightod the hlm-
tary of the ﬁdlrh!.’ln Fnat —

have helpod o reswiken tlw
public's appetite for the clas-
ales,

“Wa egrininly are in o boom
right now,” pald Laurs
MoClure, head of the UW cliss
ales department and o weacher
of Greek and Latin logungs
add lterature, “And wo're cor-
tainly glad for the inlorest in
thi clasales,”

MeClure sald hey Etl:ﬂﬂl"l'.-
nent has the highast onroll-
mank in the 15 years she hos
bieen teaching In Madison, The
number of students taking
Gireel courses has doubled,
and enrollment In Litln
einirsea b ap by 20 or 30 pee-
cont,

"Wave nevier lid more ma-
Jors,” ahi sad, noting that
soims 80 UW stidents e
ehaoalng Lo malor or doubles

majir in clasaiea,

Crver In the UW ari, history
depirtment, the ssme phonom-
@100 18 0eCurring.

“Itia hnpfumlng hare and
nintionwide,” mid Professor
Micholaa Cahill, an archneolog-
lst and art hiumr‘mr whiose
nlrr!ng sarnesler course on
Feermun art fllled up teee diys
after roglatration aponed and
e been expanded bwlee, His
full semeater courae on Greek
arl alao wis packed o capacs |
ity

“'we i t0 burn w Lot of
pedple away,” sald Cahill, *1
could epsily double the enrolls
ment, and the courses would
arill [0 Thers 8 o boom golng
ot I clivialeal art as well aa ln
elias el languages wnd lier-
ture, [ hate o got into the pay-
chology of students and w
they take the classics, Dot
i, {(the clussies are) ex-
tremely relevant.”

Why the newlound Interest
in mnelonk history, st ancd oul-
ture”

I elian't koo 0 (£ bacnusp
of booka, TV shiows and fllma
aboul anelent Grooce and
Revme,” MeClure said, “But na-
tlonally thare lus hien more

Classic theme
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Wiy L NEwlound nlorest
in anclent history, art and cul-
ture?

UL lon't kndw I ' hecnuse
of hooks, TV shows and films
about anclent Greeee i
Fome,” MeClure sald. “Rut na-
Honally there his Beon more
Interest In the media, 1 see covs
erige louching on the clasaies
every ilay,

"1 don't know if it's eycli-
onl,” she added, “And [ don't
know i the rimurgenee of in-
terest milght be eonnectod with
the Irng winr and our connne.
ton o the Middle Eaat, But
they wre hard lungungos — o
pecinlly Greek — and not
aonnething that you do on
liarki.

“The revival is coming from
different nngles,” ahe foted,
olting such popular culture
events is the HBO airles
"Rome” (which akli oulls "exs
cellent”™), now in lis second
snaon, and popular movies
liker *Troy” with Drad Pitt and
Orlando Daom, "AleXander tio
Groat” and "Gladintor” with
Husgell Crowe. She also
polnted w post Anne Carson's
“(irief Loasana,” which is & new
tranalation of four tragedles by
Eurigtldes, and hest-selling his-
tarical fictlon by Robert Harrls
such a8 "Pompell” and his cue-
rent title "Imperiun.” Blo-
graphies of Jullus Coesar and

CRERAT N.%Lmlun havvn Just
been pulilisheod. And this
apring, “300." & movio based
on i graphle novel aboul Spars
tan soldiors at the battle of
Thermapylan, will be relepaed,

“For the most part, these
are miod b, satd Willlam Ayl
waril, o collengue of MeClure,
nhoiit these movies and books,
somie of which have bonefited
froen advlee frem Harvard olas-
alelata, “The works all try hard
to toll o good story, 15 thet's
what thoey achieve, It not o
bl thing for the clissica. Thiy
halp (o ralae pwarchess of the
past, which his lessons for
today,”

& & &

Universal stories:

MeClure aald, “There's always
interoat in the clasaics. There's
samelhing sa anclent and mya-
torious abiout them, they're -
cinuting to every generation.
Porlodieally, pop culture gota
intergsted in them.”

Sulll, it's not clear if the pop:
tlar eulture ia driving the inter:
4T i the classies or viees versg,

“T don't know If students are
going 1o the classics beepuse
of this, but T hope they eome
away from b stidy of the olas-
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alea with a botter underatand-
{ng oof thie relevance of the
clnasies to todny,” sald Cahill,
“It goes both wiya. Hollywood
reaponds 1o popular interest
Bhd, In i, croatos it”

Hut some eredit, Cakill
Bdded, must go o the subjeel
mintter as well as o the mass
midin and Lo newly pubilished
trinalaticns and histories that
are acceaaible yot soholarly.

SThese wre greil slorles,"
Cahil aabd. "“Thay are thioa-
sands of yoars uf , mn Ehiers
rnuat be somathing of interest
in them, 1t's & testament to tie
universality of ese atores
thit they translate e all
thess different media. They're
nat alwaya groat, but they're
fun and they make you think.”

That opinion about the rele-
viunee of the elassies s shnrod

Ty Aylward.

An archaeologist, Aylward
haa boen teaching at the UW
for six years, He hns worked
for the Dlacovery Channel on a
ahow about the Roman eity of
Zeugima, which was coverad by
wator when the BEuphrates
Rivier = which also flows
through Baghdad — wis dam-
maed in western Turkey, He
alag spent more than 10 years
sxcavating at Troy and cons
aulted with Wisoonsin's hest.
selling Bographer nnd histor:
cal TMetion writer Morgaret
Goorge on her eurrent book,
“Helen of Troy."

The elaasica appoal for
miany ronsons, the professors
“}'f

S stidents wWint Lo
Enow more aboiit the lins
gunges, Avlwinrd noted, be-
couse it is knowledge that
helps them with the stymology
and meaning of werds in Eng-
liah, eapeeially o medical and
legal terminoelogy and in rheto-
Fle oF Gratory.

Others want to kiow more

bt the anclént roots of
Waeatern culture,

"When atudents road the
clisslea in the original lune
Rgunge, it holps to enhanee the
experience,” MeClure spid, "It
makes loarning the origina
maore exciting.”

Anclent fascination: Avi-
wairtl anld theri 18 & fascination
with the anclent world,

“You saw it in e last Olym-
ples in Athens,” he sald, “Those
things sopiiire the linagination
of Amerieans. That's what [
henr from the students.”

Students, he sald, also lke
the chances to errr,'i anid sfudy
abroad thil e elassies offer,

“Btudonis ure extremely &
thuslastic nbout the elnasies,”
MeClure sald, "They're o great
mental discipline, even if you
den't majar in them, The trend
s for interdiseiplinary studies
— liko combining women's
studies or history with the clas-
sles — and not pursung o sin-
gle track,”

The renewed intereat in the
clusgics will continue, the pro-
fesaors predict.

“There's o lot going on in
clivsies Fight now,” h#:ﬂlumr
afld, elting recont news ahout
ther Gelty Art Museum in Los
Angules and the Metropolitan
Museoum of Art in New York
Clty agroolng to return sntguis
Hed 1o tholr homaelands, "And
it"s bubkling up into popular
culture aned media,

“Movies, books and TV hive
fosd mtuddent Intereat = perhips
not for the reason we would
lke,” Aylwnrd said. “But it gots
them in ihe clisaroom, and [
mientlon thess i olinsa, |
try to get them o think critd-
oally about porteayials of antig-
ulty in the popular media and
to e whist they get wrong,

"I fiany coses, these move
le aly the Desl Josks thay can
with the sourees wa have,* Ayl-
Wil sidd. "There are a ot o
unanawered queations about
the past. We bry o convey the
fiden that nﬂ':?lll.t! Laitin wro
not dend languages and that
Gireepe and Home aren't for-
gotten civilizntona. Thise eiv-
lizations of the past are allv
and well todiy, Stiudenta juai
nedd n lele Bt of difection ta
e that they are loaking at the
pame things todey.”
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