RAFTING UTOPIA

e most common view of Shaker history has been
through their architecture, furniture, rextiles and wooden
wares produced in the early and mid-nineteenth century,
but withour so much artention to Shaker women and
the religious culture thar inspired them.

Crafting Uopia, the Art of Shaker Women exhibit spolighes the impacr
Shaker women had on their culture and their participation in a rich,
fulfilling lifestyle that provided the comforr of a close communiny.
material security and a spiritual home to thousands of men, women
and children.

The exhibit features items on loan from the Hancock Shaker
Village, a living-history museum located in 1,200 acres of wood-
land, field and meadow in the Berkshire Hills of Western
Massachusetts. The Village houses the largest collection of Shaker
artifacts in any restored Shaker sice. )
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Crafting Uropia. the Art of Shaker Women iz an exthbit at the Menelle Musenm
of American Folk Art fan. 17-March 17. For more information, call (407) 246-4278.
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