
 

 

Fort Wayne Museum of Art exhibit offers 
multisensory look at Dance Theatre of Harlem 
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The Fort Wayne Museum of Art wants to create most 
of its exhibits on its own. But when staff members 
were offered a chance to book the exhibit “Dance 
Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts,” they couldn't 
say no. 
 
“It just seems so exciting,” Amanda Martin, the 
museum's deputy director of administration and 
communications, said of the traveling exhibit, which 
opens Saturday. 
 
Much of the excitement stems from the multiple 
dimensions of the exhibit: Its more than 250 objects 
include costumes, historical photos, set pieces, tour 
programs and posters, documentary video excerpts 
from four ballets associated with the dance company, 
and more. 
 
“It's going to appeal to people with a lot of different 
interests,” Martin said, such as art, history, African-
American culture, fashion and dance. 
 
“Dance Theatre of Harlem” fits well with the art 
museum's mission to provide meaningful exhibit 
experiences for all audiences in the community, she 
said. 
 
Dance Theatre of Harlem was founded in 1969 by 
Arthur Mitchell, a Harlem native and then a principal 
dancer with the New York City Ballet, an exhibit news 
release said. He saw classical ballet training as a way 
to help young people find success and opportunity by 
learning focus and discipline. 
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With the help of his ballet teacher, Karel Shook, Mitchell started the program in a 
church basement, the news release said. Dance Theatre of Harlem grew to produce 
renowned performances and to tour worldwide. It offers training in ballet, ethnic, 
modern and contemporary dance. 
 
The traveling exhibit was organized by Dance Theatre of Harlem, the California African 
American Museum in Los Angeles and the New York Public Library, the news release 
said. 
 
While all of the items are interesting, Martin really looks forward to seeing the costumes 
in person. They include beautiful, elaborate headpieces and ballet tutus. 
“How can you not be dazzled by something like that ..., and also the history,” she said. 
 


